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entertaining myself without music, which I don't love, and without seeing a thousand people for whom I don't care a straw; but having been so unfortunate as neither to kill a brace of partridges, nor hook a dish of whitings, I am reduced to natter her in a way as extraordinary as the other of recommending one's self by being natural and unaffected, to a woman who has been bred up in the kingdom of Herveys, Diveses, and Queensburys. Lady Caroline will give me leave to wonder at her being so awkward as to like to hear Lady Emily 2 commended rather than herself; and even you, who are so fond of that uncouth sense of hers, may be amazed that she thinks her sister handsomer than herself: but since she is so ungenteel, and has so many of those strange properties called good qualities, which being out of fashion and out of character, I can't help reckoning a want of knowing the world, I have e'en humoured her in her own way, and said of her sister what, if she had been like other people, I should naturally have said of herself.
I wish, my dear Harry, you loved Lady Emily as well as your wife does, and then I should have no excuses to make for sending you the enclosed liness, which I command Lady Caroline to like on pain of Dayrolles's4 eternal displeasure, but as a fit of poetry is a distemper which I am never troubled with but in the country, you will have no reason to apprehend much trouble of this sort: the trees at Vauxhall and purling basons of goldfish never inspire me.
I can fairly say at least that Eigby makes me send you
a Lady Emily Lennox, afterwards     his viceroyalty in Ireland; Usher of
Duchess of Leinster.                            the   Black Eod in   Ireland,  1745 ;
8 Horace   Walpole's   poem    The     Minister  at  the  Hague,  1747-51;
Beauties, an Epistle to Mr. Eckardt     Minister at Brussels, 1751-57.   His
the painter, -written in 1746.   (Works,     success in life -was chiefly owing to
vol. i. p. 19.)                                        the fact that he was Chesterfield's
* Solomon   Dayrolles   (d.   1786),     godson.   Horace Walpole  describes
Master of the Revels, 1744; secretary     V>im as a ' led captain to the Dukes
to Lord Chesterfield during his em-     of Richmond and Gtxafton.' bassy to the Hague (1745), and during